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Results

Implications for Peri-Anesthesia Practice 

Methods & Findings

Barcode-assisted medication administration is an effective tool in reducing medication errors (Hutton et al., 2021).
Problem: Despite the hospital quality and patient safety goal of 95% compliance, BCMA scores were below expectations in the pre-op and post-op units at a large academic institution. Non-compliance with BCMA can pose significant  risks to patient safety (Mulac et al., 2021).
Purpose: identify and address barriers  to BCMA to promote increased compliance, meet hospital goal and support safe medication administration.

Pre-intervention: BCMA compliance in 
the pre-op and post-op units nearing
hospital goal. 

Compliance increased during the intervention period between September to November.
The BCMA compliance target was met and has been sustained over the last two years.

❑ BCMA scanning plays a vital role in the safe administration of medications preoperatively and post operatively (Austin et al., 2022). 
❑ It is imperative for nurses and nursingleaders to review the current data in order to find trends and patterns that negatively impact compliance.
❑ Continuously analyzing the data allows for evaluating past and future implementations. 

Information was audited using the hospital’s
electronic health software. Interviews and
observations were also conducted with bedside
nurses and to determine the root causes of non-
compliance. The variables to BCMA use included:
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